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Autism

• Complex disorders of brain development. 
• Varying degrees of difficulties in:

• Social interaction, 

• Verbal and nonverbal communication

• Repetitive behaviors. 

• 1 in 68 American children as on the autism 
spectrum–a ten-fold increase in prevalence 
in 40 years.
• Each individual with autism is unique. 

• Many of those on the autism spectrum have 
exceptional abilities in visual skills, music and 
academic skills. 

• About 40 percent have average to above 
average intellectual abilities.



Apps for Autism

 In Children:
 Improves communication
 Develops social skills
 Enhances the ability to learn.

 In Working Adults: 
 Improves business interactions
 Allows full expression of potential 



AAC App: Proloquo2Go

Construct sentences using symbols and pictures.
Text-to-speech output.
Word prediction.

http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic Individuals often:Learn more easily when they can hear AND see.Think and recall more easily with visualsBenefit from ‘Rigid’ schedules and calendarsAAC Apps can help by:Providing visual tools for illustration of conceptsAllowing for visual organization and sequencingStudents often see:Increase in classroom participationMore meaningful communicationImproved academic performanceAdult workers often see:Increase in meeting participationMore successful business interactionsImproved performance reviews 

http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go


AAC App: TouchChat HD

Construct sentences with pictograms.
Text-to-speech output.
Social media capabilities.

https://touchchatapp.com/

https://touchchatapp.com/


AAC App: Predicatable

Use text and word prediction to communicate.
Control with a switch.
Use your own voice.

https://www.therapy-box.co.uk/predictable

https://www.therapy-box.co.uk/predictable


AAC Apps: iAssist Communicator

iAssist
Communicator  
is designed 
specifically to 
meet the needs 
of autistic teens 
and adults with 
severe cognitive 
and 
communication 
challenges.

Available on the iTunes App Store



Literacy App: Ginger Keyboard 

Word prediction and proofreading.
Grammar and spellcheck.
Listen to text from keyboard.

http://www.gingersoftware.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic Individuals often:Benefit from hearing and seeing the written word.Struggle with appropriate understanding of verbal language.Avoid writing.Literacy support software can help by:Assisting with language organization, motor control and planning, and sensory processing.Increasing focus and reducing frustration.

http://www.gingersoftware.com/


Literacy App: Aut2Speak

Word endings.
List of feelings and needs.
Access to Pronouns

https://twitter.com/aut2speak

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic Individuals often:Benefit from hearing and seeing the written word.Struggle with appropriate understanding of verbal language.Avoid writing.Literacy support software can help by:Assisting with language organization, motor control and planning, and sensory processing.Increasing focus and reducing frustration.

https://twitter.com/aut2speak


Anxiety App: Wait Timer

Audio/visual timer.
Set to anytime.
Run in background.

http://touchautism.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic Individuals often:Benefit from hearing and seeing the written word.Struggle with appropriate understanding of verbal language.Avoid writing.Literacy support software can help by:Assisting with language organization, motor control and planning, and sensory processing.Increasing focus and reducing frustration.

http://touchautism.com/


Dictation App: Dragon Anywhere

Speak and see text.
Longer text allowed and better vocabulary 
than Siri and Google Assistant.
Copy into apps.
http://www.nuance.com/for-business/by-
product/dragon/dragon-
anywhere/index.htm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic Individuals often:Can use help translating thoughts into wordsCan benefit from alternatives to typingDictation (& Voice Control) can help by:Immediately displaying spoken words as written wordsDictating notes, emails, social media postsReduce the need for intense typing and cut-down on time spent writing.Students often see:Improved speed of creation of written languageEnhanced note taking (short dictated notes)Social media benefitsAdult workers often see:Significant productivity gainsImproved task managementMore accurate reflection of thoughts related to projects.

http://www.nuance.com/for-business/by-product/dragon/dragon-anywhere/index.htm


Social App: Emotions Reader

Tool to improve facial expression and body 
language skills.

Available on iTunes App Store



Skill App: iLearnNEarn 2

Continued skill 
acquisition for 
adults with 
autism spectrum 
disorders 
including 
domestic and 
vocational.

Available on iTunes App Store



Sequencing App: StepByStep

Assess and improve the 
sequencing skills of 
users by arranging 
Activities of Daily Living 
(ADLs) into the correct 
order. Improves problem-
solving, attention to 
detail, and visual 
scanning skills. 

https://www.soar-therapy.com/

https://www.soar-therapy.com/


Want more Apps for Autism?

Autism Apps:
Autism Speaks compiles 
a live list of Autism Apps 
sortable by features, 
devices, ages, and 
searchable by keyword.

https://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-apps

https://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-apps


Experience TARGET

targetcenter.dm.usda.gov

target-center@usda.gov

202.720.2600

@usdatarget

youtube.com/targetdiscovery

soundcloud.com/targetdiscovery

USDA Office of Operations TARGET Center



Start Your TARGET Experience

USDA Office of Operations TARGET enter

Submit Request

Join Mailing List
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